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If you are changing smartphones — especially when transferring from one major platform to the other — it’s critical to preserve your contacts. Luckily, transferring your contacts to your new device is easy to do. Here, we show you how to move contacts from iOS to Android and back, so you can easily switch back and forth between platforms at will.
The best way to accomplish this is via Apple iCloud and Google Contacts in your desktop browser. Let’s get started. Oh, and if you're breaking up with Android in favor of iOS, our handy switcher guide gives you the complete lowdown. Export contacts from iCloud If you have enabled iCloud on your iPhone, backing up contacts is easy. Sign in to
iCloud on your computer and click Contacts. On the next screen, select All Contacts in the top-left corner and hit Command + A or CTRL + A to select all of them. If you get an alert asking, “Do you want to allow downloads on www.iCloud.com?” click Allow. Click the Gear icon at the bottom of the page and click Export vCard. Once the window opens,
select all of your contacts again with Command + A and right-click on any contact. Choose Export vCard, name the vCard, and choose a save location — like your desktop. Your contacts will download to your computer as a VCF file that you can email to yourself or directly import to Google in the browser. Once you activate your new Android phone,
set up your email account and import that vCard from your email to upload your contacts. It’s a good idea to save the email with the attached vCard. That allows it to serve as a handy backup of all your contacts. You might also save the file somewhere in your system for safekeeping. Transfer with Google Contacts Having a Google account will simplify
moving contacts between platforms. If you don’t yet have a Google account, sign up for one for free with Google. You will need it for your Android smartphone, regardless. Before you touch your new Android phone, do the following. Log in to Google Contacts in your browser. At the bottom of the left-hand side, you should see an Import option. Click
on it, then click Choose File, navigate to the vCard that you saved from iCloud, and click Import. If you already had a Google account, you will notice your contacts list is now larger because of duplicates. If you spot duplicate contacts, spend a few minutes deleting or modifying them. It’s good to periodically review your contacts, remove those that you
no longer need, and update information. Try to eliminate duplicates manually. Google does offer a “Look for Duplicates” tool designed to do the same thing, but it’s not always accurate. Try it out by clicking the Merge & Fix button in the left column of the contacts page, which gives you the option to Merge Duplicates. Transfer contacts to your
Android phone When you have your contacts in Google organized exactly how you want them, it’s time to put them on your phone. If you haven’t powered up your new phone yet, the transfer will be easy. When you first boot up your new phone, it asks if you want to sync your phone to a Google account. Enter your account information, and your

phone will automatically import all the contacts from your Google account. If you already turned on your Android phone and didn’t sync it with a Google account, do the following. Go to Settings > Accounts or Accounts & Sync to see every account synced with your phone. At the bottom, you will see a button labeled Add Account, where you can enter
your Google login. Select your Google account, and it will sync all your contacts to your phone, along with Calendar, Chrome, Gmail, and whatever other components you choose to sync. If you're switching from Android to iPhone, go to Settings > Mail > Add Account > Google. Enter your Google login info, and your iPhone will automatically sync the
contacts within your Google account. If you want it to stay synced and include new contacts you add, then go to Settings > Mail > Default Account and select your Gmail account. Use an app If you're in a pinch and need to transfer your contacts quickly, here are two mobile apps designed to make the transfer easy. MCBackup My Contacts Backup —
MCBackup for short — helps you back up and restore contacts from your phone without using a computer-based or sync method. Back up with a single tap and email yourself a .vcf attachment. The app also features offline backup, easy restore, easy transfer between iOS and Android via email, reminders to back up regularly, and VCF cards. Move to
iOS This unusual app is an Apple product built for Android. It connects your Android and Apple device together via Wi-Fi to transfer all your data, though it’s limited to iPhones or iPads running iOS 9 or higher and devices with Android 10. It transfers contacts as well as message history, photos and videos, browser bookmarks, mail accounts, and
calendars to your new iPhone. Editors' Recommendations No new notifications You’ll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. Puzzling about transfer WhatsApp message from Android to iPhone? Follow this step by step.1. Open WhatsApp on your Android device, go "Setting>Chats Setting>Chat
History>Email chat"2. Choose the chat that you would like to have on your iPhone, there will be a pop-up window asking whether to transfer your WhatsApp messages with or without media. Transferring the messages with media will take longer time.3. Then it will come to the sending page. Provide an email account and click the sending option. 4.
Log in the email account on your iPhone, you can then view the WhatsApp messages, but are unable to have the messages on the WhatsApp application of the iPhone.1. Backup your WhatsApp messages on Android cell phone: go "Setting>Chats>Chat backup", and click "BACK UP" button.2. Uninstall WhatsApp on your Android device.3. Launch
WhatsApp on your iPhone device and log in with your original WhatsApp account.4. There will be a pop-up window informing you that "Message Backup Found", click "Restore". Your Android WhatsApp messages will be transferred to your iPhone. Have you got this tips now?Though it's a little bit complicated, it is necessary to do it if you want to
switch Phone between Android and iOS.More effective methods to Transfer WhatsApp Messages from Android to iPhone.If you want to do it in reverse direction, go transfer WhatsApp messages from iPhone to Android. Switching to an iPhone from Android might seem like a daunting process. You probably have a deep contact list that has been
curated over the years. Thankfully, it’s pretty easy to transfer your contacts to an iPhone. Option 1: During the Initial Setup Process Apple has an official “Move to iOS” app that’s available in the Google Play Store for Android devices. This is a great tool, but it only works while setting up a new iPhone. If your iPhone hasn’t been set up yet, download
the app on your Android device and follow the instructions to transfer contacts. Apple There are still a few options to transfer contacts if you’ve already gotten past the initial iPhone setup process. RELATED: How to Switch From Android to iPhone Option 2: Import Your Google Contacts If the contacts on your Android phone are backed up to your
Google account, we can transfer them to your iPhone easily. First, open the Settings app on your iPhone. Scroll down to “Contacts.” Next, select “Accounts.” If you didn’t add your Google account here already, tap “Add Account.” (If you have added it, tap the name of your Google account.) Now, we can select “Google” from the list of services. Follow
the steps to sign in to the same Google account that you used on your Android device. After you’'re signed in, you’ll be brought to a screen with a few options for things to sync. Make sure that “Contacts” is toggled on and tap “Save.” That’s all there is to it for Google contacts. You'll see all of your contacts appear in the iPhone “Contacts” app right
away. Option 3: Export and Import a File Not everyone has their contacts synced up to a service. The best solution, in this case, is to export your contacts from Android and import them onto your iPhone. This process will look slightly different depending on your Android device. For example, we’ll use Google’s Contacts app for Android. Open the app
on your Android device and tap the hamburger menu in the top-left corner. Select “Settings” from the menu. Scroll down to the “Manage Contacts” section and select “Export.” You’ll be brought to a file manager, and you can select where you want to save the .vcf file. Tap “Save” when you’re done. Now, you need to get that .vcf file onto your iPhone
somehow. You can email it to yourself, upload it to a cloud storage service such as Google Drive, or send it over Bluetooth. Do whatever you're comfortable with. After you get it onto your iPhone, open the .vcf file once it’s there. When it asks which app you’d like to open the file in, select “Contacts.” Now, you can select the contacts individually to
create new contacts or merge with existing contacts. To transfer them all, tap “Add All # Contacts” at the top. Select “Add All # Contacts” to confirm your decision. That’s all there is to it. Your contacts will now be moved over to your iPhone, and you can put your Android device in a drawer and forget about it. Or, you could turn it into something
useful. RELATED: How to Turn an Old Android Phone into a Security Camera Join our newsletter All the best features, news, tips and great deals to help you live a better life through technology Thank you for signing up to T3. You will receive a verification email shortly. There was a problem. Please refresh the page and try again. By submitting your
information you agree to the Terms & Conditions (opens in new tab) and Privacy Policy (opens in new tab) and are aged 16 or over. Apple looks to be taking notes from Android for key features in iOS 14.5 should recent information hold to be true. It follows news that references have been identified in OS’ internal code, suggesting that Apple is
developing a new mechanism for delivering standalone iOS security updates. The new iOS updates settings page now earmarks security patches and OS updates as standalone packages for iPhone and iPad users. What this means is that users of devices like the Apple iPhone 12 and Apple iPad Pro (2020) could install security updates separately if they
choose to, as opposed to being forced to do so as part of an enmeshed system update.The report details a new section, embedded in the iOS software update menu, which points to separate security updates for iPad and iPhone users. It gives users more control over what they want to install: be that either only security updates, or fully-fledged iOS
updates.The news could signal a big change from iOS' conventional update method, more akin to that of Android's update system. Many Android device manufacturers (also called Android original equipment manufacturers or Android OEMs for short), can roll out broad system updates and standalone security updates to the best Android phones.It
should bring iOS more in line with Android OS, letting users forgo the latest version of the operating software, but keep receiving important security patches. Likewise, Android doesn't need an installation of the most recent version for a user to receive the latest security patches. The news hopefully means some flexibility for iOS users where Apple
has historically lacked it. Despite users being able to choose to not install an update on iOS in its existing state, it leaves users and their best iPhone vulnerable because of the absence of the latest security fixes that come baked into the latest versions of iOS when Apple releases them. Today's best Samsung Galaxy S21 dealsSource: 9to5Mac (opens in
new tab)
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